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Message From the Commander

Well thisisabittersweet occasion for me. Thiswill be my last
Commander’ sMessage for the Monthly Family News Letter. | will be
leaving the end of thismonth and Major General (select) Sam Helland
will assume command of the CJTF. One year is along time to be
separated from your family and loved ones (as| am sure my wifeand
childrenwould attest), but it hasindeed been aprivilegeto servewith
the great Americans and patriots that | have been blessed to have
under my command herein Djibouti. Though achallenging environ-
ment, we have had a great effect, both on improving host nation
capability and disrupting and defeating the terrorist who havetried to
operate here.

| want to especially thank my staff, MARCENT Djibouti, JSOTF-
HOA, and the multiple units that have cycled through as part of the
team. Inmy 28 years of service, thishas been the most holistic, joint
effort | have been privileged to be a part of. Y ou can be extremely
proud of what your loved ones have accomplished.

The best newsisthat Sam Helland isagreat American and an
even better leader. Heisthe perfect person to take the CJTF to the
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next level of engagement. If | wereto hand pick my relief, Samwould
have been the person. He began his military career as an enlisted
member of the Army Specia Forcesand waslater commissioned asan
Officer of Marines. HeisaCH-53 helicopter pilot (so heisobviously
smarter than | am), wasaMEU (SOC) commander, and recently com-
manded Marine Forces South. . .that meanshewasthe Marine Corps
senior commander in Central/South America. | would liketo welcome
he and hiswifeto the CITF-HOA family.

| hate to repeat myself, but | do not have better wordsto end
with than the quote by Thomas Pane (one of our Founding Fathers):
“If theremust betrouble, letit bein my day that my children may have
peace.” | am proud and honored to have served along side your
loved ones herein the Horn of Africa. | am proud of the encourage-
ment, support, and prayers that you at home have offered on a con-
tinuous basis. | have made many deployments in my 28 years, but
thishashad theleast number of challenges, especially fromthehome
front. That isadirect reflection of your courage and commitment and
| would like to close by saying publicly that your contribution has
been significant. Theunsung heroesof every war aretheloved ones
left behind. How well they dotheir job directly affectsthefocusthose
in harmsway are ableto maintain. Y our performance has been mag-
nificent. You truly are modern day Patriots who have chosen to
sacrifice rather than forfeit freedom.

Weare having asignificant impact out herein winning back the
neighborhoods from the terrorists who would seek to move in and
inflamethe passions of animpoverished people. Wearewinning and
you should be proud. Inthe words of our President —“We will not
fater, wewill not fail.” We are freeing the world of terrorist tyranny.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers. Keep the home
fires burning and God bless you.

Sincerely,

Mastin M. Robeson
Brigadier General, US Marine Corps
Commander, CJTF-HOA



